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Social Anthropology”
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Malinowski’s contributions to the theory of social anthropology
were of two sharply divergent kings. In the firs place he created a
theory of ethnographic field-work. Although Malinowski’s account
of Trobriand culture is far from complete, his descriptions are so
alive that we feel we know these people better than any other in the
entire anthropological catalogue. The difference between the dry
record of ‘old style ethnography’ and the vivid life of
‘Malinowskan ethnography’ is not merely an artistic device, it is a

matter of theoretical insight.

This theory has become a fundamental element in the general
body of doctrine propounded by British social anthropologists. We

do not now seek to imitate the rather Frazerian style of tine writing
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which Malinowski adopted but, most definitely, we do all
emphasize that we are studying contemporary societies of living
human beings rather than fossilized relics from the prehistoric past.
Malinowski transformed ethnography from the museum study of

items of custom into the sociological study of systems of action.
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